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WHO  SOLD  OVER  75% 
OF  RARE  AMERICAN 
NUMISMATIC  BOOKS 

AUCTIONED  1980-1991? 

According  to  Charles  Davis’  American  Numismatic 
Literature:  An  Annotated  Survey  of  Auction  Sales 
1980-1991  - listing  the  results  of  seventeen  firms  - 
nearly  1.1  of  the  1.425  million  dollars  of  auction 
results  recorded  are  from  sales  conducted  by 


GEORGE  FREDERICK  KOLBE 

Fine  Numismatic  Books 
P.  O.  Drawer  3100  • Crestline,  Ca  92325-3100 
Tel:  (909)  338-6527  • Fax:  (909)  338-6980 


In  all,  nearly  ten  million  dollars  worth  of  rare  and  out 
of  print  numismatic  books  in  all  fields  have  been  sold 
to  our  worldwide  clientele  since  1976,  a record  never 
before  approached.  If  the  time  has  come  to  sell,  please 
call  or  write.  Join  the  1,000  consignors  on  whose 
behalf  we  have  sold  over  60,000  lots  of  rare  and 
important  numismatic  books. 


NBS  members  not  on  our  mailing  list  are  invited  to 
send  for  a complimentary  copy  of  our  next  catalogue 
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Why  Would  Anybody  in  His  Right  Mind  Collect 
Numismatic  Auction  Catalogues?  - 2 
Harrington  E.  Manville 

In  The  Asylum  Vol.  XII,  No.  4,  p.  24,  Michael  Hodder  briefly  rebutted 
in  a general  way  Ralph  Ellenbogen's  disparaging  remarks  in  the  previous  issue 
(XII,  3,  9)  on  collecting  numismatic  auction  catalogues,  but  did  not  give  specific 
examples  in  refutation.  If  an  article  in  the  popular  numismatic  press  had  pooh- 
poohed  the  collecting  of  sale  catalogues,  its  writer  could  be  dismissed  as  one  of  the 
myriad  yahoos  who  infest  our  hobby.  But  every  N.B.S.  member  worth  his 
membership  fee  surely  knows  better. 

Aside  from  the  obvious  fact  that  anyone  reading  this  probably  was  bitten 
by  the  collecting  bug  long  ago  and  therefore  should  sympathize  with  fellow- 
collectors  of  anything,  be  it  postage  stamps,  paper-weights,  or  matchboxes  (I 
myself  find  Morgan  dollars  ineffably  boring  but,  hey,  millions  of  collectors  do  not 
seem  to  agree  so  why  should  I sneer  at  their  collecting  tastes),  I will  be  charitable 
and  assume  that  Ellenbogen  was  pulling  our  legs  — trying  to  stir  up  an  argument 
or  make  us  think  about  why  we  collect,  in  this  case  numismatic  literature  and 
specifically  sale  catalogues.  Here  is  one  example  of  many  that  could  be  cited: 

In  1707,  the  governments  of  England  and  Scotland  were  combined  under 
an  Act  of  Union  and  apparently  as  a form  of  commemoration  a few  plain-edge 
shilling  and  sixpence  proofs  were  struck  with  the  mintmark  E for  Edinburgh  under 
the  monarch's  bust.  I have  not  seen  official  records  of  how  many  were  struck  but 
their  estimated  rarity  today  is  three  or  four  examples  known  of  the  shillings  and 
1 1-20  of  the  sixpences.1 

Some  years  ago  the  London  firm  of  Spink  & Son  offered  me  a naked,  i.e. 
without  pedigree,  specimen  of  the  shilling.  Fortunately,  there  was  a minute  flaw 
before  Queen  Anne's  mouth,  and  during  the  more  than  270  years  the  coin  had  been 
passing  from  collector  to  collector,  it  had  picked  up  a few  slight  marks  on  the 
obverse.  “Fortunately”  as  these  distinctions  might  be  used  to  discover  who  some 
of  those  earlier  collector  were.  The  following  year  Spink  sold  me  a similarly 


'Rayner,  P.  Alan.  English  Silver  Coinage  since  1649,  5th  (revised)  ed.,  pp. 
120/152.  Seaby,  London,  1992. 
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naked  sixpence,  but  its  condition  is  FDC  - nothing  much  to  go  on  in  trying  to 
establish  a pedigree  from  catalogue  illustrations,  except  in  a negative  way. 

Over  the  past  thirty  or  forty  years  I have  built  a collection  of  British  sale 
catalogues  that  numbers  in  the  thousands,  including  over  80  before  1800  (eat  your 
heart  out,  Attinelli).  The  best,  of  course,  are  not  only  priced  and  with  names  of 
buyers  (before  this  century  almost  without  exception  these  were  inked  in)  but  also 
have  annotations  by  previous  owners.  Such  comments  may  modify  the 
cataloguer's  statement  of  condition  ( e.g . the  “very”  of  very  fine  crossed  out),  call 
attention  to  false  coins,  and  by  noting  previous  owners  and/or  prices  realized  help 
to  establish  pedigrees. 

But  on  to  the  catalogues!  The  most  comprehensive  recent  collections  of 
British  patterns  and  proofs  where  such  an  Anne  shilling  and  sixpence  might  be 
photographically  illustrated  would  be  the  obvious  beginning.  For  starters,  let  us 
try  Hyman  Montagu's  British  sales  (Sotheby,  1895-1897);  John  G.  Murdoch's 
sales  (Sotheby,  1903-1904);  “Nobleman,  recently  deceased,”  i.e.  Baron  Philippe 
de  Ferrari  la  Renotiere  (Sotheby,  1922);  Reginald  Huth  (Sotheby,  1927);  R.C. 
Lockett  (Sotheby,  1927);  Lord  Grantley  - part  5 (Glendining,  1944);  L.A. 
Lawrence  - English  part  5 (Glendining  1951)  — all  in  my  library. 

Working  backwards:  Lawrence?  - no;  Grantley?  - no;  Lockett?  - no; 
Huth?  - aha!  7 April  1927  (4th  day),  lot  695.  "Anne,  Proof  Shilling,  1707,  by 
Croker,  with  E under  bust,  on  broad  flan  with  plain  edge,  very  fine  and  extremely 
rare  [PI.  XIII]  ***  From  the  Tyssen,  Bowles,  Murchison,  Brice,  Montagu,  and 
Murdoch  (lot  363)  collections"  - Sold  for  £9  to  Seaby.  Lot  696.  Sixpence, 
1707,  "E  under  bust,  corresponding  with  the  last  lot,  very  fine  and  extremely 
rare  [PI.  XIII],"  and  an  obverse  die  trial.  ***  "The  first  piece  is  from  the  same 
collections  as  the  last  lot."  - Sold  for  £4/2/6/  to  Seaby. 

Bingo!  Comparison  of  my  shilling  with  the  plate  shows  the  identical  die 
flaw.  With  no  distinguishing  marks,  however,  from  the  illustration  I cannot  tell  if 
the  sixpence  is  the  same.  Nevertheless,  it  is  given  the  same  pedigree.  However 
note  that  the  sixpence  has  been  graded  the  same  as  the  shilling,  both  Very  Fine. 
Now  though  in  this  century  British  Very  Fine  is  closer  to  American  Extremely 
Fme,  still  my  sixpence  is  certainly  better  than  the  shilling,  which  I grade  (British) 
NEF/GEF  and  the  sixpence  at  Brilliant  FDC. 

Skip  Baron  Ferrari  and  go  to  Murdoch  - 1 1 May  1903  (3rd  day),  lot  363, 
the  shilling  is  not  illustrated  but  given  the  pedigree:  Tyssen,  Bowles,  Murchison, 
Bergne,  Bryce,  Montagu,  with  the  note  "extremely  fine  and  extremely  rare".  - Sold 
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for  £9  to  Spink.  Lot  364,  the  sixpence  also  is  not  illustrated  but  is  given  the  same 
pedigree,  grading,  and  rarity  rating.  - Sold  £9/5/0  to  Rollins. 

Hmmm!  Spink  bought  one  coin  and  Rollin  the  other.  Unless  Huth  bought 
his  pair  separately  from  each  source  soon  after  the  Murdoch  sale,  how  did  he  know 
they  had  the  same  pedigree? 

Another  step  back  to  Montagu  - 20  November  1 896  (3rd  day),  lots  986 
and  987  sold  for  £9/12/6  and  £9,  both  to  Spink,  with  the  now  familiar  pedigrees. 
This  time  the  shilling  was  rated  "extremely  fine  and  extremely  rare,"  the  sixpence 
"equally  rare  and  veiy  fine."  There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  we  are  not  dealing 
with  the  Murdoch  pair,  even  though  the  shilling  is  now  graded  higher  than  the 
sixpence. 

The  next  name  cited  is  “Brice.”  William  Brice  ( c . 1812-1887)  sold  his 
collection  en  bloc  to  Hyman  Montagu  so  there  is  no  sale  catalogue  to  consult,  but 
the  pedigrees  still  appear  to  be  holding  up. 

Let  us  see  what  the  Bergne  catalogue  has  to  say.  24  May  1 873  (9th  day), 
lots  1088  and  1089  sold  for  £7  and  £6/15/0,  both  to  the  dealer,  William  Webster. 
Shilling:  "fine,  and  of  the  highest  rarity";  sixpence:  "of  equal  rarity,  and  very 
fine."  Here  we  see  another  reversal,  with  the  sixpence  again  graded  higher  than  the 
shilling. 

According  to  the  published  pedigree,  Bergne  obtained  the  coins  from 
“Boyne.”  In  the  third  quarter  of  the  nineteenth  century  there  were  only  two 
collectors  of  that  name  recorded  as  active  in  England.  Robert  Boyne  was  an 
original  member  of  the  Numismatic  Society  of  London  who  sold  his  collections  in 
1836  and  1843  but,  as  shown  below,  these  dates  are  too  early  for  the  claimed 
pedigree  sequence. 

The  other,  William  Boyne  (1814-1893),  is  well-known  for  publishing 
several  books  on  coins  and  tokens,  including  the  first  comprehensive  catalogue  of 
British  and  Irish  seventeenth-century  tokens.2  However,  although  he  had  a small 
anonymous  sale  in  1841  and  another  of  Greek  and  Roman  coins  in  1868,  his 
principal  collection  was  auctioned  in  1 896,  well  after  the  Bergne  sale. 


2 Boyne,  William.  Tokens  Issued  in  the  Seventeenth  Century  in  England, 
Wales,  and  Ireland.  John  Russell  Smith,  London,  1858. 
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Nevertheless,  William  Boyne  still  could  be  the  source  because  in  about 
the  1860s  he  ran  into  rather  severe  financial  difficulties  and  to  avoid  his  creditors 
found  it  expedient  to  leave  England  and  settle  in  Italy.  (Perhaps  the  1 868  sale  may 
have  helped  to  finance  his  flight.)  Although  he  took  the  bulk  of  his  collection  with 
him,  and  even  added  to  it  while  abroad,  it  is  entirely  possible  that,  in  addition  to 
the  Greek  and  Roman,  before  he  left  he  may  have  sold  a few  choice  pieces 
privately  to  augment  the  funds  for  his  getaway.  He  died  in  Florence  in  1893  and 
apparently  never  revisited  England. 

Whether  or  not  William  Boyne  was  the  source,  the  next  claimed  pedigree 
sale  was  by  Captain  Roderick  M.  Murchison  (d.  c.  1873/4)  - 30  June  1864  (4th 
day),  the  sixpence  listed  first  as  lot  483,  with  the  shilling  following.  Both  are 
noted  as,  "fine  and  extremely  rare",  and  “Boyne”  is  given  as  the  purchaser  for 
each,  at  £5/5/0  for  the  sixpence  and  £2/6/0  for  the  shilling.  This  time  both  coins 
are  graded  equally  and  “Boyne”  apparently  had  a rival  who  bid  him  up  for  the 
sixpence  and  then  perhaps  lost  interest  in  the  shilling  when  he  could  not  have  both. 

The  pre-Murchison  name  is  “Bowles.”  I have  no  record  of  a collector  or 
dealer  named  Bowles  who  was  active  before  1864,  nor  a numismatic  sale  in  that 
name.  (Trying  to  establish  pedigrees  such  as  this  was  one  of  the  reasons  I 
undertook  to  research  and  publish  an  annotated  list  of  all  British  numismatic  sale 
catalogues.)3  We  thus  must  place  a question  mark  for  the  whereabouts  of  our  pair 
during  the  period  between  Murchison  and  the  earliest  name  given,  “Tyssen.”  Here 
I quote  from  an  entry  from  an  as-yet  unpublished  biographical  dictionary  of  British 
numismatists: 

Samuel  Tyssen  (pronounced  tissen , d.  c.  1801).  Tyssen's  enormous 
collection  of  coins  and  medals,  administered  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks  and  sold  by 
Sotheby's  in  April-May  1802  in  over  3,000  mostly  multiple  lots,  contained  the  first 
truly  representative  accumulation  of  British  numismatic  material  to  be  offered  at 
public  sale.  Foreshadowing  Hyman  Montagu  of  a century  later,  Tyssen  bought 
whole  collections  en  bloc,  including  those  of  Edward  Hodsoll,  Edward  Solly,  and 
the  Rev.  Richard  Southgate.  Duplicates  from  the  Southgate/Tyssen  amalgamation 
were  sold  by  Leigh  & Sotheby  in  July  1795.  Tyssen's  large  library,  including 


3 Manville,  Harrington  E.  & Terence  J.  Robertson.  British  Numismatic  Auction 
Catalogues  1710-1984.  A.H.  Baldwin  & Spink  & Son,  London,  1986. 
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numismatic  books,  was  sold  by  Leigh,  Sotheby  & Son  in  1801,  his  antiques  and 
curiosities  (including  seals  and  copper  plates  of  coins)  the  same  month,  and  a 
further  sale  of  duplicate  coins  and  medals  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Turning  to  the  principal  Tyssen  catalogue,  we  find  - 12  April  1802  (25th 
day),  lot  “2025"  (misprint  for  3025),  "Ann,  the  Shilling  and  Sixpence,  Proofs, 
coined  at  Edinburgh  in  1707."  A printed  list  of  prices  realized  is  bound  into  some 
copies,  and  it  and  the  inked  price  in  my  copy  agree  that  the  lot  fetched  £3/14/0. 
(In  comparison,  lot  3016  on  the  same  page,  a pedigreed  Petition  crown,  brought 
£105;  and  these  were  the  days  of,  in  speaking  of  the  price  of  gin,  “drunk  for  a 
penny;  dead  drunk  for  tuppence,”  and  a country  vicar  could  live  reasonably  well 
on  £60  a year.) 

I have  not  seen  an  annotated  catalogue  marked  with  the  name  of  the  buyer 
at  the  Tyssen  sale,  and  a pre-Tyssen  search  failed  to  reveal  any  previous-owner 
suspects.  There  are  no  printed  catalogues  of  the  Hodsoll  or  Solly  collections.  The 
1707  coins  do  not  appear  in  a catalogue  printed  for  a Southgate  sale  that  was  never 
held  because,  according  to  a notation  by  Edward  Hawkins  in  the  British  Museum 
copy,  Tyssen  marched  in  and  purchased  the  entire  collection  for  1800  guineas 
before  the  hammer  could  be  raised. 

Given  its  extreme  rarity,  and  considering  the  evidence  of  sale  catalogues, 
I have  recorded  the  shilling  as  having  a pedigree  back  to  Tyssen  in  1802. 
Although  now  united,  in  spite  of  Huth's  claim  there  is  doubt  as  to  whether  the 
sixpence  was  part  of  the  original  pair.  There  appear  to  be  several  times  as  many 
sixpences  known,  and  since  Huth  apparently  obtained  his  specimens  from  different 
sources,  although  the  shilling  and  the  sixpence  may  be  the  original  Tyssen  pair  I 
do  not  claim  a pedigree  for  the  latter. 

One  day  I may  be  able  to  fill  in  some  of  the  gaps  in  the  story  but  in  the 
meantime  I hope  this  exercise  will  help  to  illustrate  the  value  of  sale  catalogues  as 
part  of  a numismatic  reference  library.4  How  many  coins  could  be  traced  back 
two  hundred  years  without  them? 


4 Anyone  wishing  to  verify  the  above  citations  will  find  all  pertinent  sale 
catalogues  in  the  libraiy  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society  in  New  York,  which 
includes  William  Boyne's  own  catalogue  collection. 
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Walter  H.  Breen's  Annotated  "Miller" 

J.  C.  Spilman 

Sometime  during  1951  - just  a year  or  so  after  Breen  started  work  with 
Wayte  Raymond  - Walter  hand  annotated  three  copies  of  Henry  C.  Miller's  classic 
on  Connecticut  Coppers  published  in  1920  by  the  American  Numismatic  Society 
in  The  American  Journal  of  Numismatics.  Included  were  annotations  to 
"Additions  and  Corrections  to  The  State  Coinage  of  Connecticut"  published 
subsequently.  One  of  these  annotated  copies  was  prepared  for  Baltimore  dealer 
Alfred  Hutter.  In  1955  the  late  Edward  R.  (Ned)  Barnsley  purchased  the  Hutter 
copy  from  Clarence  J.  Edgar  for  the  princely  sum  of  $20.00!  The  original  owners 
of  the  other  two  copies  or  their  locations  today  are  unknown  to  this  writer. 
Perhaps  a reader  of  The  Asylum  can  fill  in  the  blanks  in  this  portion  of  our  story. 

Ned  worked  with  the  Hutter  copy  of  Walter's  annotated  "Miller"  for  many 
years,  adding  his  own  hand  written  annotations  and  using  this  document  as 
reference  as  he  built  his  personal  collection  of  Connecticut  Coppers  until  it  reached 
approximately  2000  specimens,  including  many  duplicates  of  die  varieties  showing 
some  special  characteristic  that  he  wanted  to  study.  Ned  carefully  cutout  all  of  the 
illustrations  on  the  Miller  plates  and  pasted  them  into  their  proper  locations 
adjacent  to  the  description  of  the  variety  on  each  page  of  his  Breen/Hutter/Miller. 
Where  illustrations  were  lacking  in  "Miller"  or  showed  poor  detail,  Ned  included 
pencil  rubbings  of  actual  coins  or  added  illustrations  from  various  auction 
catalogs.  The  poor  illustration  of  reverse  V.V.  of  1787,  for  example,  was 
augmented  by  the  Reverse  V.V.  from  the  New  Netherlands  Catalog  5 1 (June  19- 
20,  1958). 

Over  the  years,  in  this  manner,  Ned  Barnsley  continued  to  augment  the 
Hutter  copy  of  Breen's  annotated  "Miller.”  Several  years  prior  to  his  untimely 
death  in  1989,  recognizing  that  he  suffered  from  a terminal  illness,  Ned  abruptly 
ceased  all  work  on  his  Connecticut  Coppers  collection  and  disposed  of^the 
collection  through  various  auction  sales  and  donations.  His  copy  of  the 
Breen/Hutter/Bamsley  “Miller”  (as  we  call  it)  was  donated  by  Ned  to  the  Colonial 
Newsletter  Foundation  where  it  resides  today,  still  an  active  reference  for  our  work 
on  the  Connecticut  Coppers.  Each  pair  of  pages  is  mounted  in  a clear  plastic  holder 
and  bound  in  the  black  pressboard  cover  that  Ned  had  used  for  many  years. 

Ned's  abrupt  cessation  of  his  numismatic  activities  was  dictated  by  his 
desire  to  complete  a monumental  two  volume  biography  about  the  remarkable  life 
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of  an  eighteenth  century  Dutch  citizen  and  naturalized  American  named  Andreas 
Everardus  Van  Branun  Houckgeest,  of  whom  Edward  Roberts  Barnsley  was  a 
descendent  in  the  fifth  generation!  The  biography  is  titled  "The  First  VBH." 
Unfortunately  Ned  was  unable  to  complete  the  final  chapter  prior  to  his  death  in 
1989,  but  work  continued  by  his  widow,  Ruth  Barnsley,  with  help  from  family 
members  and  the  two  volume  edition  was  completed  and  published  in  1993. 

Ned  Barnsley  was  first  and  foremost  an  historian;  his  numismatic 
endeavors  were  secondary.  A few  of  his  historical  publications  include 
"Agricultural  Societies  of  Bucks  County,  PA",  Grand  Consolidated  Vigilant 
Society  of  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania.",  "Historic  Newtown  (PA)",  "Newtown 
Library  Under  Two  Kings,"  "Newtown  Reliance  Company:  For  Detecting  and 
Apprehending  of  Horse  Thieves  and  Other  Villains",  "Presses  and  Printers  of 
Newtown  Before  1868",  and  "Snapshots  of  Revolutionary  Newtown". 

This  short  article  was  prepared  at  the  suggestion  of  N.B.S.  member 
Wayne  Homren  for  use  in  his  proposed  "Numismatic  Literature  "Show  and  Tell" 
column.  Now  you  know  about  CNL's  pride  and  joy  - our  unique  copy  of  the 
"Breen/Hutter/  Barnsley/  Miller” 


1 804  Dollar  Supposedly  Sold  to  Scott  & Co. 

It  Was  in  Felix  Schultz’s  Trousers  Which  a Tramp  Stole 
A Dealer  in  Coins  is  Said  to  Have  Bought  it  For  $90. 

Judge  Fitzgerald,  sitting  Sessions,  the  other  day  had  before  him  a man 
named  Charles  Schultz,  who  was  arraigned  for  theft.  The  complainant  was  one 
Felix  Schultz,  who  said  he  had  recently  been  appealed  to  for  assistance  by  a 
stranger,  who  gave  his  name  as  Charles  Schultz.  It  was  evident  from  his 
appearance  that  he  was  in  hard  luck.  Felix  Schultz  was  moved  by  the  sad  story 
told  by  Charles  to  take  him  into  his  house,  where  food  and  a night's  lodging  were 
generously  provided.  The  next  morning  Charles  had  gone  and  so  had  Felix's  new 
trousers,  his  grandfather's  gold  watch  and  chain  and  some  money  and  coins  that 
were  in  the  pockets.  The  police  were  promptly  informed  of  the  case,  and  Charles 
was  arrested  and  arraigned  before  Judge  Fitzgerald.  T.  F.  Gibbons,  a lawyer,  of 
No  105  West  Tenth  Street,  appeared  for  Felix  Schultz.  During  the  examination 
it  was  discovered  that  Charles  had  Felix's  trousers  on,  and  he  admitted  that  he  had 
pawned  the  jewelry.  As  Judge  Fitzgerald  was  about  to  sentence  Charles  to  Sing, 
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Felix  importuned  him  to  mitigate  the  sentence  if  Charles  would  tell  what  he  had 
done  with  a pocket-piece,  a silver  dollar  of  the  coinage  of  1804,  that  he  prized 
from  the  fact  that  it  had  been  in  his  family  for  three  generations. 

Judge  Fitzgerald  asked  the  prisoner  what  he  had  done  with  the  coin.  The 
prisoner  said  he  had  tried  to  pass  it  in  a saloon,  but  the  proprietor  refused  to  take 
it  because  it  was  so  old.  He  then,  on  the  advice  of  the  bartender,  took  the  coin  to 
a dealer  in  old  coins  in  Broadway,  who  offered  him  $75  for  it.  He  concluded  to 
try  other  dealers  in  coins.  He  named  the  Scott  Stamp  and  Coin  Company  (Ltd.), 
in  East  23rd  St.,  who,  he  asserted,  purchased  it  for  $90.  "We  have  begun  a suit 
against  the  Scott  Company  of  East  23rd  St.,  for  the  recovery  of  this  coin,"  said  Mr. 
Gibbons,  "and  the  case  is  to  be  tried  before  Judge  Roesh  on  the  30th  inst.  The 
Scott  Company  have  made  a general  denial  of  ever  having  purchased  the  coin." 

Of  the  1804  dollars,  all  but  twelve  that  were  issued  were  returned  to  the 
mint  owing  to  an  omission  in  stamping  them.  Of  the  12  outstanding,  1 1 have  been 
accounted  for  and  this  coin  which  is  dispute  is  supposed  to  be  the  missing  one.  Mr. 
Gibbons  said  he  had  demanded  $5,000  from  the  Scott  Company.  He  also  said  that 
an  uptown  dealer  catalogued  the  coin  as  being  worth  from  $600  to  $2,4007’ 

The  New  York  Daily  Tribune , July  22,  1895.  (Thanks  to  Wayne  Homren) 

Appeal  for  Research  Assistance 
Joel  J.  Orosz 

Future  issues  of  "The  Printer's  Devil"  will  profile  three  of  the  pioneer 
purveyors  of  numismatic  literature:  William  C.  Sanders,  Aaron  R.  Feldman,  and 
James  A.  Brown.  Sanders  was  a New  Haven  carpet  installer  who  sold  numismatic 
literature  on  the  side,  Feldman  was  the  proprietor  of  "The  World's  Smallest  Coin 
Shop"  in  New  York  City,  and  Brown  owned  "Ye  Olde  Booke  Shoppe"  and  vended 
both  numismatic  literature  and  superfluous  "e's".  Your  columnist  needs  virtually 
any  information  about  this  trio,  including  dates  of  birth  and  death,  dates  of  activity 
in  both  the  coin  and  coin  literature  fields,  and  other  essential  biographical  details. 
Descriptions  of  literature  created  by  these  gentlemen  would  be  appreciated,  as 
would  reminiscences  of  personal  encounters  with  them.  Target  publication  dates 
are  the  Winter,  Summer,  and  Autumn  issues  of  1996.  Please  send  all  data  to  Joel 
J.  Orosz,  4300  Old  Field  Trail,  Kalamazoo,  MI  49008. 


Winter,  1995 
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The  Printer's  Devil 
Joel  J.  Orosz,  NLG 

The  description  in  the  catalog  was  most  intriguing:  "Attinelli,  E.  J.  — 
January  8,  1878  — 'C.  W.  Idell  — 978  lots,  36  pp.,  pc,  8 vo'.  This  is  the  only  sale 
catalog  by  the  author  of  the  early  bibliography  of  early  numismatic  auctions. 
Rarely  seen."  The  catalog  I was  consulting  was  Function  Associates'  16th Mail 
Bid  Sale  of  Numismatic  Literature,  which  featured  the  Idell  Catalog  as  the  second 
lot.  The  description  of  this  lot  took  your  columnist  by  surprise. 

Emmanuel  Joseph  Attinelli,  after  all,  is  the  patron  saint  of  numismatic 
bibliography.  In  his  1876  magnum  opus,  entitled  Numisgraphics,  he  had 
described  every7  single  coin  catalog,  so  far  as  he  could  discover,  that  had  ever  been 
published  in  the  United  States  through  1875.  Attinelli  thus  appeared  to  be  a 
bibliographer,  not  a cataloger.  It  seemed  peculiar  to  think  that,  after  having 
described  so  many  catalogs,  Brother  Emmanuel  had  tried  his  hand  at  writing  one. 
It  was  as  if  Boswell  had  taken  a short  hiatus  from  biography  in  order  to  become 
Dr.  Johnson. 

A short  investigation  proved,  however,  that  Function  Associates' 
proprietor  and  NBS  member  Fred  Lake  knew  his  stuff.  A consultation  with  Martin 
Gengerke's  indispensable  American  Numismatic  Auctions  revealed  but  a single 
entry  for  Attinelli,  namely  this  Idell  sale.  Turning  to  John  W.  Adams'  magisterial 
United  States  Numismatic  Literature,  Volume  1,  the  researcher  finds  that  the  Idell 
sale  is  number  15  listed  under  the  Bangs  rubric,  and  given  the  grade  of  “B-.” 
Adams  gives  descriptive  comments  on  the  highlights  of  this  sale,  which 
concentrate  mainly  on  Civil  War  patriotic  tokens.  The  last  such  comment, 
however,  makes  this  offering  a must-see  for  numismatic  bibliophiles:  "Fine 
catalogs  with  comments  by  Attinelli  himself."  The  Idell  catalog  is  printed  on  the 
acidic  wood-pulp  paper  which,  regrettably,  was  de  rigeur  in  the  1 870's.  The  paper 
covers,  wliich  were  probably  once  green,  are  faded  to  gray,  and  carry  the  following 
full  title:  "Catalog  of  ancient  and  modem  coins,  medals,  tokens,  and  cards, 
comprising  the  entire  collection  of  C.  W.  Idell  Esquire,  to  which  some  pieces  have 
been  added  from  another  source,  also  a large  collection  of  coin  catalogs." 

Attinelli  begins  with  a preface  in  which  is  found  the  following  interesting 
statement:  "Mr.  Idell  made  a specialty  in  the  collection  of  store  cards,  but  few  of 
those  known  being  missing.  The  rebellion  tokens,  are  not  those  gathered  from 
circulation,  they  having  been  specially  shuck  in  the  metals  for  Messrs.  Idell  and 
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Groh  who  were  working  in  unison,  generally  furnishing  the  Planchets,  with  which 
they  went  prepared."  "Mr.  Groh"  was  Edward  Groh,  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Society,  whose  collection  of  political  tokens  and  store  cards 
had  been  sold  previously  by  Bangs  (February  28-29,  1 860),  which  catalog  is  listed 
as  Adams  5.  Attinelli  elaborated  on  page  2 of  the  catalog  that  Idell  and  Groh 
made  sets  of  tokens  in  various  metals,  including  silver,  copper,  brass,  German 
silver,  and  tin.  Generally,  they  struck  three  to  10  sets  and  then  destroyed  the  dies. 
The  catalog  listed  no  fewer  than  56  different  sets  of  Civil  War  Patriotics  made  in 
such  fashion. 

A collection  of  store  cards  belonging  to  the  unnamed  consignor, 
comprising  lots  159-410,  includes  emissions  by  such  numismatists  as  Ed  Cogan, 
J.  K.  Curtis,  Montroville  Wilson  Dickeson,  E.  Hill,  William  Idler,  and 
Augustus  B.  Sage.  Lot  753-862  comprised  a nice  collection  of  Roman  Imperial 
coins,  and  there  is  some  other  material  of  note,  such  as  a diverse  and  interesting 
collection  of  medals. 

By  far  the  most  absorbing  part  of  the  Idell  sale  for  the  bibliophile, 
however,  lies  in  lots  900-926,  headed  "Coin  Literature,  etc.,’"  and  lots  927-975, 
labeled  "Coin  Catalogs."  The  first  heading  offers  mainly  ephemera,  but  three  lots 
are  of  particular  note.  Lot  921  offers  a photolithograph  of  the  Benjamin  Watkins 
Collection  broadside.  This  sale,  held  June  12-13,  1828,  was  the  earliest  auction 
sale  Attinelli  could  discover.  In  Numisgraphics,  he  implied  that  there  was  only 
one  original,  and  said  that  he  had  made  "a  very  few"  photolithographic  copies. 
Under  Lot  921,  however,  Attinelli  definitively  states  that  30  photolithographs  were 
printed,  and  "of  the  original  there  are  bu  {sic}  two  copies  known.  One  of  these 
being  imperfect."  This  notation  conclusively  solves  the  mystery  of  how  many 
originals  and  how  many  photolithographs  existed  in  the  19th  century  that  was 
alluded  to  in  this  column  for  the  Winter  1993  issue  of  The  Asylum.  It  would  be 
interesting  to  learn  if  either  of  the  two  originals  or  any  of  the  30  photolithographs 
of  the  Watkins'  sale  survives  in  the  hands  of  today's  bibliophiles.  Annand  Champa 
related  to  us  that  he  searched  unsuccessfully  for  a copy  of  this  sale  for  more  than 
two  decades.  Adams  notes  that  one  was  sold  as  part  of  the  Jeremiah  Colburn 
collection  in  W.  Elliott  Woodward's  sixth  sale,  October  20-24,  1 863.  Presumably, 
this  was  an  original. 

The  solution  to  another  mystery  (or  at  least  a partial  solution)  is  revealed 
by  Lot  926,  which  offers  a copy  of  Numisgraphics  on  large  paper.  When 
Numisgraphics  was  reprinted  by  Quarterman  Publications  in  1976,  John  W. 
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Adams'  foreword  made  it  clear  that  no  one  was  certain  about  the  size  of  the 
original  edition.  Charles  Davis,  writing  in  his  invaluable  American  Numismatic 
Literature , estimated  that  only  50  copies  of  the  regular  edition  were  printed,  but 
added  "we  have  seen  no  indication  that  the  '10  copies,  printed  on  large  tinted 
paper'  were  ever  produced."  Lot  926  gives  that  indication,  at  least  as  regards  the 
large  paper  edition:  "10  copies  of  the  above  were  printed  (at  $ 1 0 per  copy)  on  fine 
large  paper  — either  {?}  of  the  four  copies  remaining  unsold  can  be  had  by 
addressing  the  author."  But  this  answer  raises  a new  mystery  of  its  own.  If  10 
large  paper  copies  were  printed,  and  at  least  six  sold,  why  are  none  known  today? 
One  would  think  that  the  large  paper  copies,  being  special  editions  and  extremely 
expensive  by  the  standards  of  the  1 870s,  would  survive  more  readily  than  the  50 
copies  of  the  regular  edition.  Here,  indeed,  is  a true  mystery  for  an  N.B.S. 
member  to  solve! 

Still  another  lot,  number  925,  sheds  light  on  the  source  of  many  addendas 
to  early  sales.  This  lot  offers  "a  complete  set  (42)  of  the  addendas,  etc.  privately 
printed  for  E.  J.  Attinelli,  who  has  but  two  more  complete  sets,  which  he  offers 
{sic}  at  $10  each.  (There  were  only  seven  complete  sets.)"  It  seems  likely  that 
many  of  the  scarce  addendas  to  pre-1876  coin  sale  catalogs  exist  only  in  Attinelli's 
copies.  Attinelli  does  not  say  if  there  is  any  obvious  way  to  distinguish  his  reprints 
from  the  originals. 

Unfortunately,  Attinelli's  commentary  in  the  "Coin  Catalogs"  section  is 
quite  sparse.  He  does  note  that  Lot  928,  the  November  5,  1855,  Bangs  offering 
of  the  H.  A.  Brady  collection,  had  been  offered  only  once  previously  at  auction; 
but,  for  the  most  part,  he  simply  describes  the  catalogs  without  offering  additional 
information,  or  occasionally  repeats  information  to  be  found  in  Numisgraphics. 
Perhaps  tiring  of  the  duties  of  cataloging,  Attinelli  even  lumped  together  120 
catalogs  as  Lot  975,  commenting  only  that  they  were  dated  1859  to  1877,  with  no 
duplicates. 

Curiously,  Brother  Emmanuel  does  list  one  sale  not  found  in 
Numisgraphics  — Lot  931,  the  D.  E.  Groux  sale  dated  December  20,  1855,  and 
described  as  very  rare  — without  mentioning  it  as  being  unlisted  in  his  own  book. 
Numisgraphics  does  record  --  under  the  heading  of  "Catalogs  and  Price  Lists"  -- 
the  publication  of  a “small  circular”  by  Groux  entitled  “Additional  arrangements 
made  for  the  interest  of  the  ticket-holders,”  and  dated  December  20,  1855. 
Charles  Davis  in  American  Numismatic  Literature  identifies  this  1855  emission 
as  a companion  piece  to  a pamphlet  issued  by  Groux  to  sell  his  numismatic 
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collection  by  means  of  a lottery.  Its  full  title  was  "Grand  Enterprise  for  Disposal 
of  the  Best  Collection  of  Medals  and  Coins  in  the  U.S."  Attinelli  and  Davis  list 
other  publications  by  Groux,  especially  a prospectus  for  a 3 -volume  numismatic 
history  that  he  never  actually  produced.  These  works,  however,  were  dated  1856 
and  18561.  Neither  Adams  nor  Gengerke  lists  a sale  on  December  20,  1855. 
Attinelli  therefore  appears  to  be  in  error;  it  seems  that  the  piece  in  question  was 
a pamphlet  to  advertise  the  proposed  coin  lottery,  not  a coin  sale  catalogue  which 
has  since  been  lost  to  the  collecting  community. 

Although  the  bibliophile  could  certainly  be  excused  for  wishing  for  more 
from  Attinelli  the  cataloger,  Brother  Emmanuel  certainly  has  offered  enough  in  the 
Idell  catalog  to  make  us  forgive  him.  It  is  sufficient  to  learn  more  about  the 
Watkins  Broadside,  the  publishing  history  of  Numisgrciphics,  and  Attinelli's 
addenda  reprinting  activities.  Hard-core  bibliophiles  will  also  find  the  Idell  sale 
valuable  as  a sort  of  census  measuring  the  1 878  availability  of  early  numismatic 
books  and  catalogs. 

Collectors  of  such  literature  may  wish  to  purchase  a copy  of  the  Idell  sale 
for  another  reason.  Those  who  "collect"  Attinellis  --  the  catalogs  listed  by 
Attinelli  in  Numisgrciphics  — are  doomed  to  frustration.  A number  of  the  catalogs, 
and  especially  the  addendas  listed  within,  are  not  collectible  for  the  simple  reason 
that  they  no  longer  exist.  Issued  in  minuscule  quantities  to  start  with,  they  were 
viewed  as  purely  utilitarian  and  not  usually  saved  by  the  men  who  consulted  them. 
Anyone  who  “collects  Attinellis,”  therefore,  must  settle  for  incompleteness.  But 
here  is  an  Attinelli  "series"  that  is  eminently  completable,  for  there  is  only  one 
catalog  in  it,  and  that  one  is  not  prohibitively  rare.  Still,  the  greatest  value  of  the 
Idell  catalog  lies  in  the  fascinating  information  it  provides  about  the  dawn  of 
numismatic  literature  collecting  in  America. 


A Thank  You  Note 
Norman  Cochrane 


’The  “Prospectus”  and  “Circular”  (Davis  457,  456)  are  not  dated,  but  were 
prepared  in  1856,  not  1866  as  recorded  in  Davis,  which  carried  forward  the 
error  from  the  actual  lot  descriptions  of  the  first  two  occurrences  cited. 
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Harald  Salvesen  wrote  a manuscript  titled  Trade  Dollars  and  Trade 
Coinage  of  the  World  to  document  liis  collection  wliich  was  among  the  finest  in  the 
world.  This  article  is  to  let  others  know  about  this  rare  book  and  show  gratitude 
for  how  I obtained  the  copy  I now  hold. 

The  story  began  in  1982  when  I was  searching  for  a Denmark  DOC  trade 
dollar.  For  advice  on  a particular  coin,  Mr.  Randolph  Zander  suggested  I contact 
Mr.  Salvesen.  The  first  thank  you  goes  to  Mr.  Zander.  After  a few  years,  a DOC 
dollar  was  obtained  and  Mr.  Salvesen  supplied  some  provenance  on  the  coin.  Tire 
sale  of  his  trade  dollars  was  approaching,  and  he  mentioned  and  offered  a copy  of 
the  manuscript  describing  the  collection.  Expecting  "copier"  pages,  I offered 
copying  and  mailing  expenses.  My  deep  gratitude  is  expressed  to  Mr.  Salvesen  for 
how  very  surprised  I was. 

The  book  is  83  pages  including  an  introduction  with  some  featured 
rarities,  comments  on  the  non  existence  of  a trade  coinage  catalog, 
acknowledgments,  and  a very  short  summary  of  the  author's  prior  collecting 
interests.  A main  section  lists  coins  generally  arranged  by  countries,  using  the  sale 
catalog  numbering.  Also  included  are  unnumbered  entries  for  items  which  even 
he  did  not  have.  Of  course,  the  few  coins  missing  are  exceedingly  rare.  Each  coin 
has  a general  background  about  its  purpose  or  development  and  a sale  history  of 
the  particular  specimen.  If  the  census  was  small,  there  is  a list  of  where  each 
known  coin  resides. 

An  appendix  also  lists  known  specimens  of  Portcullis  1600,  Cie  van 
Verre  a AMSTERDAM,  VOC  Dukaton,  Greenland  Piaster  1771,  Greenland 
Piaster  1777  and  15  Sols  GLORIAM  REGNI.  A three  page  bibliography  and  a 
list  of  USA  Trade  Dollar  patterns  with  descriptions  complete  the  book. 

Spink  and  Son  Numismatics  LTD  Zurich  conducted  the  sale  of  152  coins 
on  24  October  1988,  Spink-Zurich  Auction  number  28.  Some  of  the  descriptions 
included  prior  sales  history  and  information  from  the  manuscript  about  other 
specimens. 

My  surprise  was,  "By  separate  mail,  I am  sending  you  my  last  copy  of  the 
bound  edition  of  my  manuscript  catalogue  of  my  collection.  . . please  accept  it  with 
my  compliments."  The  flyleaf  reads,  "This  Manuscript  has  been  printed  in  15 
numbered  copies  of  which  this  is  no.  15.  For:  Norman  J.  Cochrane,  Signed:  H. 
Salvesen  Date:  18/9  - 1988"  Thank  you,  Mr.  Salvesen! 

Collecting  Numismatic  Periodicals: 

As  Illustrated  by  the  Emissions  of  Chas.  A.  Steigerwalt,  1878-1909 

Michael  J.  Sullivan 
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My  numismatic  periodical  collecting  interests  developed  out  of  a desire 
to  complete  runs  of  publications  to  which  I subscribed  - Paper  Money,  (Society 
for  Paper  Money  Collectors),  TAMS  Journal,  (Token  and  Medal  Society),  the 
Copperhead  Courier/Civil  War  Token  Journal  (Civil  War  Token  Society),  and 
the  Gobrecht  Journal  (Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club).  Collecting  these 
publications  provides  two  types  of  enjoyment: 

1.  The  Collecting  Challenge:  For  example,  it  took  nine  years  to  complete  my  set 
of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  despite  running  ads,  and  corresponding  with  numerous 
dealers  and  collectors  to  secure  the  final  issue  needed. 

2.  The  Research  Content:  For  example,  the  publication  Paper  Money  includes 
numerous  historical  articles  on  banks  by  Bob  Cochran  and  in-depth  technical 
research  on  national  bank  notes  from  the  national  archives  and  BEP  by  Peter 
Huntoon.  The  information  is  invaluable  for  paper  money  collectors. 
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My  collecting  interests  continued  to  mature  from  modem  periodicals 
backward  in  time  to  the  mid-20th  century  when  Numismatic  Scrapbook  and 
Stack's  Numismatic  Review  were  published,  back  to  the  early-20th  century  with 
notable  publications  such  as  Mehl's  Numismatic  Monthly  and  the  Elder  Monthly, 
and  back  to  the  mid- 19th  century  featuring  classic  periodicals  such  as  Mason's 
Coin  and  Stamp  Collectors'  Magazine . The  two  themes  of  collecting  challenge 
and  research  content  continue  to  prevail  regardless  of  which  publication  era  is 
selected.  The  intent  of  this  article  is  to  share  the  collecting  challenge  of 
numismatic  periodicals  as  exemplified  by  the  emission  of  Chas.  A.  Steigerwalt, 
1878-1909. 

In  January  1990,  Remy  Bourne  was  kind  enough  to  provide  advance 
pages  from  his  two  volume  book  American  Numismatic  Periodicals  1860-1960 
an  event  which  started  my  interest  in  Chas.  A.  Steigerwalt  periodicals.  Mr. 
Bourne's  citations  regarding  the  four  different  Steigerwalt  periodicals  commenced 
my  hunt  for  additional  information  and  original  copies  to  expand  my  library.  I 
proceeded  to  search  bibliographies  and  auction  catalogs  for  additional  information. 
The  following  text  reviews  each  publication,  the  chronology  of  available 
information,  and  discoveries  from  the  publications  themselves. 

The  Coin  Journal 

Numismatic  Bibliography  by  E.  Clain-Stefanelli  lists  The  Coin  Journal, 
Steigerwalt's  first  publication,  as  being  issued  from  1878-1882;  no  further 
information  is  provided.  The  1976  Coin  World  Almanac  bibliography  by  Frank 
Katen  states  "Coin  Journal,  ea.  issue  $5."  It  was  not  until  1990  in  Mr.  Bourne's 
book  that  detailed  information  became  available  in  a convenient  form.  Mr.  Bourne 
lists  five  different  issues  he  personally  saw  or  owned  between  Vol.  1,  No.  6, 
(1880)  and  Vol.  2,  No.  4,  (1881).  He  also  cites  seven  additional  issues  as  quoted 
from  Steigerwalt’s  later  publication  Numismatic  News,  No.  1 (March  1895),  for 
a total  of  12  issues. 

American  Numismatic  Literature:  An  Annotated  Survey  of  Auction 
Sales,  1980-1991  by  Charles  Davis  lists  ten  different  issues  viewed  and  an 
additional  four  issues  not  seen  but  cited  in  Mr.  Bourne's  book,  three  of  which 
Bourne  himself  had  not  seen  but  which  were  listed  in  Numismatic  News  cited 
above.  Cataloguers'  difficulty  in  locating  original  copies  for  their  research  is  a 
clear  indication  of  the  rarity  of  this  publication. 

Surveying  forty-five  numismatic  literature  auctions  from  1976-1990  by 
John  Bergman,  Charles  Davis,  Orville  Grady,  Frank  Katen,  George  Kolbe,  the 
Money  Tree,  and  Cal  Wilson,  a mere  four  auction  listings  for  The  Coin  Journal 
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were  discovered.  The  four  auction  lots  offered  a total  of  only  thirty  issues.  If  one 
buyer  had  secured  all  four  lots,  he  would  have  been  one  issue  short  of  a complete 
set,  lacking  the  May-June,  1878  issue.  The  auction  records  did  reveal  an  additional 
issue  not  cited  by  either  Bourne  or  Davis  - a supplement  to  Volume  2,  No  2 
(March  1881). 

The  available  information  progressively  became  more  complete,  but  did 
not  take  full  advantage  of  prior  research.  This  is  not  a criticism  of  the 
publications.  Rather  this  illustrates  the  challenge  of  collecting  numismatic 
periodicals  in  that  multiple  sources  of  information  must  be  employed  for  research 
and  to  verification  of  completeness. 

According  to  Steigerwalt,  "Our  first  attempt  was  neatly  printed  but  rather 
crude  in  regard  to  matter.  The  May  and  June  No's,  were  combined,  and  after 
issuing  these  two  numbers,  we  became  disgusted  with  numismatic  journalism  and 
retired  for  about  a year.  During  1879,  we  became  desirous  of  renewing  our 
publication  and  issued  the  first  number  of  the  second  series  for  June  and  July 
1879."  {Numismatic  News,  No.  3,  September  1895).  While  Steigerwalt  referred 
to  the  renewal  as  a Second  Series,  he  did  not  designate  the  issues  as  such  starting 
again  with  Volume  I,  No  1.  This  and  similar  emission  number  errors  or 
inconsistencies  adds  to  the  challenge  of  determining  just  what  constitutes  a 
complete  set  of  a given  periodical. 

With  the  sixth  issue  of  The  Coin  Journal  (Vol.  1,  No.  4,  Jan. -March, 

1880) ,  Steigerwalt  enlarged  the  publication  to  a newspaper  format.  The  sheer 
physical  size  of  the  publication  and  the  high  acid  content  of  the  paper  which  chips 
and  tears  easily  contributes  to  the  scarcity  of  this  publication  today.  It  also 
presents  a challenge  from  a collecting  point  of  view  as  binding  is  nearly 
impossible. 

The  pagination  of  The  Coin  Journal  Supplement  (Vol.  2,  No.  2,  March 

1881)  is  sequential  with  the  March  1881  eight  page  issue.  Page  sequencing  can 
be  a useful  tool  to  affirm  publication  completeness  such  as  Mason's  Coin  and 
Stamp  Collectors'  Magazine,  vol.  6 for  which  no  issue  number  4 is  known,  but 
issues  3 and  5 are  numbered  sequentially  thus  strongly  suggesting  issue  number 
4 was  never  published.  This  supplement  consists  of  anecdotal  extracts  from  the 
Pennsylvania  Packet  Daily , 1787,  and  a continuation  of  Steigerwalt' s fixed  price 
list  contained  in  the  March  1881  issue  of  The  Coin  Journal.  In  one  other  fact  to 
note  Davis  cites  large-format  Coin  Journals  as  6 pages  while  it  actually  increases 
in  size  from  4 pages  to  sixteen  by  volume  III,  1882. 

The  single  Steigerwalt  broadside  listed  as  sale  2-A  in  United  States 
Numismatic  Literature  by  Jolm  W.  Adams  was  tipped  into  my  June  1881  issue  of 
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The  Coin  Journal  on  page  5.  The  sale  was  held  5 August  1881  postponed  from 
22  July  1881.  Mr.  Bourne  reports  the  inclusion  of  the  broadside  in  his  book. 
Since  the  next  issue  of  The  Coin  Journal  was  not  issued  until  October  1881,  it  is 
likely  the  broadside  was  mailed  with  the  June  1881  issue. 

Tip-ins  and  supplements  are  another  challenge  while  collecting 
numismatic  periodicals.  How  do  you  know  when  to  expect  or  look  for  them?  Tip- 
ins  and  supplements  are  frequently  not  catalogued.  Examples  include  indices  for 
the  first  two  volumes  of  Mehl's  Numismatic  Monthly  and  the  photographic 
reproduction  of  "Mason's  Photographic  Gallery  of  the  Coin  Collectors  of  the 
United  States"  from  Mason 's  Coin  and  Stamp  Collectors'  Magazine,  Vol.  3, 
which  was  tipped  into  Cal  Wilson's  Repository  Vol.  IV,  nos.  2-5  (1986).  Tip-ins 
are  frequently  lost  or  not  bound  with  sets  of  periodicals  thus  contributing  to  the 
collecting  challenge. 

Steigerwalt's  Coin  Journal 

Referring  back  to  Clain-Stefanelli  regarding  Steigerwalt's  second 
publication,  "Later  title:  Steigerwalt's  Coin  Journal  (1883-1884)."  Mr.  Katen 
provided  slightly  more  information  in  the  1976  Coin  World  Almanac  reading  "vol. 
I,  1883-1884,  $50-$100,  vol.  2,  no.  2,  1884,  $15-30."  Mr.  Bourne  lists  a total  of 
seven  individual  issues  from  1883-1884  lacking  Vol.  1,  No.  1 which  Davis 
includes  for  a total  of  eight  issues.  No  additional  issues  have  been  discovered 
versus  the  Davis  listing.  Using  the  same  45  numismatic  literature  auctions 
referenced  previously,  Steigerwalt's  Coin  Journal  appeared  on  nine  occasions, 
three  of  which  were  complete  sets.  Two  additional  complete  sets  could  have  been 
assembled  from  the  other  six  offerings.  Higher  quality  paper  and  a smaller 
physical  size  (octavo  vs.  quarto)  of  this  emission  versus  The  Coin  Journal,  1878- 
1882,  contribute  to  its  greater  availability. 

Similar  to  modem  periodicals,  19th  century  periodicals  include  reviews 
of  auction  sales,  reviews  of  contemporary  periodicals,  and  information  regarding 
new  publications.  Ads  appear  on  the  rear  cover  of  various  issues  of  Steigerwalt's 
Coin  Journal  for  Steigerwalt's  Illustrated  History  of  United  States  and  Colonial 
Coins,  1884.  The  March  1884  issue  provides  the  following  ordering  information 
for  “The  Illustrated  History.” 

Price  Stiff  Paper  Covers  $0.50 
Finely  Bound  in  Cloth  $1.00 

Special  Edition  on  10  lb  heavier  paper  (limited  to 
25  copies),  finely  bound  in  cloth,  per  copy,  $1.50. 
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According  to  Mr.  Davis,  "Most  copies  seen  are  those  issued  in  cream 
paper  covers,  although  a few  were  also  bound  in  blindstamped  maroon  cloth." 
Neither  Davis  nor  any  auction  lot  description  cites  a thick  paper  copy  of  this  book. 
Was  the  book  ever  published  in  this  format?  Are  we  just  unaware  to  look  for  this 
attribute?  The  thick  paper  Illustrated  History  may  be  a future  discovery  by  an 
astute  bibliophile. 

Numismatic  News 

Numismatic  News  was  Steigerwalt's  third  publication.  It  received  a brief 
listing  in  Clain-Stefanelli  as  "Numismatic  News,  Lancaster,  Pa.  1886  ed.  C. 
Steigerwalt."  Mr.  Katen  cites  a single  issue  "#3,  1895  at  $4-5  each."  Mr.  Bourne 
expanded  the  listing  to  three  issues:  March  1895,  Sept.  1895,  and  Feb.  1896. 
This  publication  is  unlisted  in  Davis  as  no  auction  records  were  encountered 
during  the  period  surveyed.  A mere  two  auction  records  were  located  for  this 
publication.  Katen's  September  11,  1976  auction  offered  issue  nos.  1-4,  1895- 
1896.  A similar  offering  followed  in  the  joint  Spink/Kolbe  December  1991 
auction.  Like  The  Coin  Journal,  Numismatic  News'  large  newspaper  format  and 
paper  with  a high  acid  content  is  easily  damaged,  contributing  to  the  low  survival 
rate. 

The  Curio 

The  fourth  and  final  Steigerwalt  periodical  is  The  Curio  which  is  unlisted 
in  Clain-Stefanelli.  Mr.  Katen  cited  The  Curio  without  any  information  regarding 
issues  emitted  or  years  of  publication.  Mr.  Bourne  lists  a total  of  eight  issues, 
1898-1909.  Mr.  Davis  lists  eleven  issues  and  "No.  6 not  seen",  but  cites  a 
complete  set  of  twelve  issues  sold  by  Mr.  Kolbe  in  his  June  1985  auction.  A total 
of  nine  auction  appearances  were  located.  If  one  buyer  had  secured  all  nine  lots, 
it  would  have  yielded  two  complete  sets. 

The  four  Chas.  A.  Steigerwalt  publications  illustrate  the  challenge  of 
collecting  numismatic  periodicals.  If  one  buyer  had  secured  all  offerings  of 
Steigerwalt  periodicals  from  1976-1990,  the  owner  would  have  been  one  issue 
short  of  a complete  set  - a true  challenge!  The  collector  must  be  aware  of  emission 
numbering  discrepancies,  page  sequencing  errors,  tip-ins  and  supplements,  and 
information  provided  regarding  other  publications.  Despite  the  extensive  efforts 
of  Mr.  Bourne,  Mr.  Davis,  and  auction  houses  to  catalogue  and  research 
periodicals,  no  single,  modem  publication  provides  all  the  required  pertinent 
information  which  adds  complexity  to  collecting  numismatic  periodicals.  There 
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are  still  boundless  research  opportunities  regarding  content,  publications  emitted, 
and  rarity. 

Lastly,  The  Asylum  provides  a forum  to  share  future  research  and 
learnings.  Let  us  all  share  our  collecting  experiences.  For  this  article.  I extend  my 
personal  appreciation  to  John  W.  Adams  who  made  the  Steigerwalt  material 
available,  to  Remy  Bourne  who  provided  sample  pages  from  his  book  prior  to 
publication  and  has  subsequently  supported  this  research  project  and  several  others 
underway;  to  Wayne  Homren  for  his  assistance  over  the  phone  consulting 
reference  books;  and  to  Tom  Mulvany  who  provided  the  professional  photographic 
service  for  this  article.  Lastly,  I extend  my  personal  appreciation  to  Dr.  Charles 
Homing,  without  who's  personal  support  during  the  past  year,  this  presentation 
would  not  have  been  possible. 


Numismatic  Periodicals  of  Charles  Steigerwalt 


The  Coin  Journal, 

1878-1882  (14  issues  plus  one  supplement) 

Vol  1,  No  1 

April  1878 

4 pages 

octavo 

Vol  1,  No  2 

May-June  1878 

8 pages 

octavo 

Vol  1,  No  1 

June-July  1879 

4 pages 

octavo 

Vol  1,  No  2 

Aug-Sept  1879 

4 pages 

octavo 

Vol  1,  No  3 

Nov-Dec  1879 

4 pages 

octavo 

Vol  1,  No  4 

Jan-Mar  1880 

4 pages 

newspaper  format 

Vol  1,  No  5 

June  1880 

8 pages 

newspaper  format 

Vol  1,  No  6 

Sept  1880 

8 pages 

newspaper  format 

Vol  2,  No  1 

Dec  1880 

8 pages 

newspaper  format 

Vol  2,  No  2 

Mar  1881 

8 pages 

newspaper  format 

Mar  1881  supp 

pages  9-10 

newspaper  format 

Vol  2,  No  3 

Jun  1881 

8 pages 

newspaper  format 

With  2 page  auction  broadside  dated  Aug  5,  1881,  postponed  from  July  22 

Vol  2,  No  4 

Oct  1881 

8 pages 

newspaper  format 

Vol  3,  No  1 

Jan-Mar  1882 

16  pages 

newspaper  format 

Vol  3,  No  2 

July  1882 

16  pages 

newspaper  format 

Steigerwalt' s Coin  Journal , 1883-1884 

(8  issues,  octavo) 

Vol  1,  No  1 

July  1883 

pages  1-22 

gray  wrappers 

Vol  1,  No  2 

Sept  1883 

pages (23)-46 

gray  wrappers 

Vol  1,  No  3 

Nov  1883 

pages  (47)-70 

gray  wrappers 

Vol  1,  No  4 

Jan  1884 

pages  (71)-96 

gray  wrappers 

Vol  1,  No  5 

Mar  1884 

pages  (98)- 125 

gray  wrappers 
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Vol  1,  No  6 

May-Jul  1884 

pages  (127)- 158  gray  wrappers 

Vol  2,  No  1 

Sept  1884 

pages  (l)-32 

gray  wrappers 

Vol  2,  No  2 

Dec  1884 

pages  (32)-61,  1 gray  wrappers 

Numismatic  Nen’s 

1895-1896  (4  issues. 

quarto) 

No  1 

March  1895 

8 pages 

newspaper  format 

No  2 

May  1895 

8 pages 

newspaper  format 

No  3 

Sept  1895 

8 pages 

newspaper  format 

No  4 

Feb  1895 

8 pages 

newspaper  format 

The  Curio  1898-1909  (12  issues,  octavo) 

No  1 

Dec  1898 

1 6 pages 

self-covered 

No  2 

Jan  1899 

8 pages 

self-covered 

No  3 

Feb  1899 

1 6 pages 

self-covered 

No  4 

Feb  1899 

8 pages 

self-covered 

No  5 

Jun  1899 

12  pages 

self-covered 

No  6 

Jun  1899 

8 pages 

self-covered 

No  7 

Nov  1901 

1 6 pages 

self-covered 

No  8 

Dec  1901 

8 pages 

self-covered 

No  9 

May  1906 

12  pages 

self-covered 

No  10 

Sep  1907 

20  pages 

self-covered 

No  11 

Apr  1908 

1 2 pages 

self-covered 

No  12 

Apr  1909 

1 6 pages 

self-covered 

(Revised  from  a presentation  at  the  N.  B.  S.  Symposium,,  1994  ANA  Convention,  Detroit) 
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Stack’s:  Sixty  Years  of  Numismatic  Auctions 
P.  Scott  Rubin,  NLG 

On  October  18  and  19, 1935,  Stack’s  held  its  first  numismatic  auction.  This 
New  York  City  firm  was  founded  by  two  brothers,  Morton  and  Joseph  Stack. 
Now  sixty  years  later  it  is  fitting  tlfodt.  we  examine  the  success  of  this  venture.  At 
the  present  time.  Stack’s  is  operated  by  the  last  remaining  son  of  the  founders, 
Harvey  Stack  and  his  son  Lawrence.  If  we  look  at  this  as  one  of  only  longevity  in 
U.S.  numismatics,  it  would  hold  first  place  without  question.  Stack’s  should, 
however,  be  noted  for  the  quality  of  material  offered  to  the  collecting  public. 

During  1938,  Stack’s  offered  the  ancient  coins  from  the  collection  of 
Reinhold  Faelten  in  a large  sized  format.  This  catalogue  is  similar  in  size  to  the 
quarto  Chapman  sales  and  the  even  earlier  Woodward  special  editions  of  the 
1860’s.  This  set  Stack’s  up  as  a firm  from  which  great  things  were  to  be  expected. 

Starting  in  1939  and  running  through  1944  Stack’s  offered  the  coins  of  the 
well  known  late  19th  early  20th  century  numismatic  dealer  David  Proskey.  This 
would  lead  to  a tradition  of  offering  collections  over  a period  of  time.  This 
practice  continues  today  with  the  James  A.  Stack,  Sr.  Collection,  portions  of  which 
have  been  offered  starting  in  1975  to  the  present  (1995). 

When  the  Proskey  sales  ended,  another  stage  in  the  offerings  of  Stack’s 
auction  catalogs  began.  During  1944  the  important  sales  of  Col.  James  W. 
Flanagan  and  J.  F.  Bell,  pseudonym  of  noted  collector  Jacob  Shapero,  were  held. 
The  Bell  sale  contained  more  rare  regular  issue  U.S.  coinage  then  any  sale  before 
it,  more  than  the  sales  of  the  Parmelee  or  Dunham  collections. 

The  next  few  years  would  see  great  collections  offered  by  Stack’s  such  as 
George  H.  Hall,  Charles  Deetz,  Theodore  Grand  and  the  H.R.  Lee  collection. 
While  this  sale  consisted  of  duplicates  from  the  Louis  Eliasberg  collection,  it  still 
represented  one  of  the  most  complete  collections  of  U.S.  coinage  ever  sold. 

While  the  late  1940s  and  early  1950s  brought  us  a number  of  noted  sales  by 
Stack’s,  the  next  real  highlights  appeared  in  1954.  During  that  year  Stack’s  sold 
the  Davis-Graves  and  Anderson-Dupont  collections.  While  the  first  offered  many 
rarities  including  an  1804  Silver  Dollar,  the  latter  was  one  of  the  most  complete 
collections  of  U.S.  silver,  nickel  and  copper  coinage.  The  large  cent  collection  was 
issued  as  a separate  catalogue  and  was  produced  with  help  of  William  H.  Sheldon, 
author  of  Early  American  Cents  and  Penny  Whimsy. 

During  1955  and  1956  Stack’s  offered  die  collections  of  Clifford  Smith  with 
its  fme  collection  of  U.S.  Gold,  of  Farish  Baldenhofer  with  rare  U.S.  coinage  such 
as  the  unique  1797  Half  Eagle  (now  in  the  Smithsonian),  of  Lenox  Lohr,  whose 
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run  of  U.S.  coinage  made  it  one  of  the  most  mentioned  sales  when  I started 
collecting,  and  of  Earl  Bostic  sales  which  fell  in  the  same  class  as  the  Lolir 
collection.  However,  during  1957  Stack’s  would  again  offer  one  of  the  all  time 
great  U.S.  silver,  nickel  and  copper  collections  in  the  Empire  sale  (C.A.  Cass). 

As  the  1960’s  began,  Stack’s  offered  some  remarkable  collections  of  U.S. 
coinage:  Milton  A.  Holmes,  with  its  fine  collection  of  large  cents;  Fairbanks  with 
its  complete  collection  of  silver  dollars  which  included  1794,  1804  Type  I,  1866 
No  Motto  and  1870-S.  In  1962  and  1963  Stack’s  sold  the  Samuel  Wolfson 
Collection.  This  collection  proved  to  be  one  of  the  most  complete  collections  of 
U.S.  coinage  the  firm  had  handled  in  nearly  30  years  of  numismatic  auctions. 
During  1963  they  also  handled  the  George  Walton  collection  in  a series  of  two 
sales  notable  for  its  U.S.  and  private  issue  gold  offering. 

During  the  middle  of  this  decade  such  collections  as  the  Grant  Pierce, 
Charles  MacKenzie,  Conway  Bolt  and  Bernard  Copeland  sales  were  held.  While 
these  coin  sales  were  important,  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  significant  sales 
they  held  during  this  time  was  the  October  1967  sale  of  the  Charles  Jay  collection, 
with  its  choice  offering  of  high  grade  early  U.S.  and  Colonial  coinage.  These, 
however,  would  be  overshadowed  by  the  1968  and  1969  sales  of  the  R.L.  Miles, 
Jr.  collection  of  U.S.  coinage.  This  was  one  of  the  most  complete  collections  ever 
offered  in  the  history  of  American  numismatics. 

Once  again  the  during  the  1970’s  Stack’s  would  bring  a long  line  of  “name” 
sales  to  the  marketplace.  Such  collections  known  as  Alto,  Massachusetts 
Historical  Society,  Nate  and  Ruth  Shapero,  Alfred  Globus,  Gibson,  Donald 
Groves  and  Reed  Hawn  Collections  were  sold  in  the  first  part  of  this  decade.  The 
name  Reed  Hawn  would  be  associated  with  Stack’s  through  a number  of  years, 
starting  in  1973  and  continuing  until  the  1990s.  The  Hawn  offerings  have 
included  an  1804  Silver  Dollar  and  an  1913  Liberty  Head  Five  Cent  Piece. 

It  was  during  the  middle  of  the  1970’s  that  the  first  in  a long  series  of 
auctions  associated  with  James  A.  Stack,  Sr.  (no  relation  to  the  Stack’s  family) 
took  place.  This  year,  1975,  also  saw  the  David  Spence,  with  its  fine  half  cent 
collection,  Robert  Kissner,  with  its  fine  colonials,  and  the  E.  Yale  Clarke 
collections  appeared  on  Stack’s  auction  schedule.  In  1976  two  more  very 
important  sales  of  U.  S.  Coinage  were  offered  by  Stack’s.  In  March  they  held  the 
Johns  Hopkins  University  auction  of  the  Garrett  Collection,  (this  sale  included 
their  first  use  of  color  plates  of  the  coins  being  sold),  and  in  August  the  American 
Numismatic  Associations  sale.  This  latter  sale  contained  what  I consider  the  finest 
grouping  of  U.S.  coinage  ever  offered  in  conjunction  with  an  ANA.  sale.  In  the 
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last  year  of  this  decade  Stack’s  sold  the  first  part  of  the  Ellis  Robison  Collection, 
one  second  only  to  the  R.L.  Miles  collection  in  completeness. 

In  the  1980’s  and  early  1990’s  Stack’s  continued  to  offer  outstanding 
collections  of  U.  S.  coinage.  These  included  such  names  as  the  second  part  and 
third  part  of  the  Robison  collection,  Harold,  Bareford  (high  grade  U.S.  coinage 
which  included  the  Dexter-Dunham  1804  Silver  Dollar)  John  L.  Roper  (colonial 
coinage)  Amon  Carter,  Jr.  (one  of  the  finest  collections  of  silver  dollars  ever  sold 
and  an  extensive  run  of  U.S.  gold  coinage),  Richard  Picker  (colonial  varieties), 
Jimmy  Hayes  (high  grade  type  collection),  Corrado  Romano  (one  of  four  known 
silver  continental  dollars  and  a Silver  Center  cent),  Herbert  Oechsner  (outstanding 
collection  of  colonials),  Charles  Kraemer  (sold  in  conjunction  with  Superior 
Galleries),  with  its  very  complete  collection  U.S.  gold,  Floyd  Starr,  whose  late 
date  large  cent  collection  was  one  of  the  best  ever  auctioned,  L.R.  French  (Silver 
Dollars),  Herman  Halpem  (high  grade  large  cents),  and  four  sales  of  the  James  A. 
Stack,  Sr.  Collection,  which  included  such  items  as  the  finest  known  1894-S  Dime 
and  1870-S  silver  dollar. 

As  of  their  latest  sale,  March,  1995  Stack’s  is  offering  the  fifth  sale 
containing  coinage  from  the  James  A.  Stack,  Sr.  collection.  When  all  is  said  and 
done,  it  is  quite  possible  that  this  collection  will  take  its  place  with  the  Miles  and 
Robison  collections  as  one  of  the  most  complete  collections  of  U.S.  Coinage  of  all 
times. 

So  as  we  can  see  during  this  last  sixty  years  Stack’s  has  continued  to  bring 
to  public  more  than  its  share  of  wonderful  collections  to  the  auction  block.  With 
475  auction  sales  catalogued,  covering  not  just  the  area  of  U.S.  coinage,  which  I 
have  dwelled  on,  but  foreign,  ancient,  colonial  and  paper  money.  Stack’s  has  done 
something  no  other  American  coin  firm  in  history  has  done  a legacy  of  fine 
numismatic  auctions  over  three  generations  with  over  400  catalogs. 


President’s  Message 

I wish  to  report  to  you  the  newly  elected  officers  of  NBS.  I have  been  re- 
elected as  President,  Fred  Lake  is  the  new  Vice  President.  Frank  VanZandt  will 
continue  as  Secretary-Treasurer.  The  Board  of  Directors  includes  incumbents 
Armand  Champa,  Charles  Davis,  Michael  Hodder  and  Joel  Orosz,  and  newly 
elected  members  George  Kolbe  John  J.  Ford,  Jr. 
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I feel  honored  to  be  part  of  such  a fine  organization,  with  such  a highly 
qualified  fellow  officers.  I believe  that  we  are  seeing  more  interest  then  even  in 
numismatic  literature.  With  the  new  board  in  place  we  will  be  announcing  the 
winner  of  the  Logo  contest  which  we  ran  last  year.  We  will  be  looking  for  more 
articles  for  publication  in  the  Asylum  and  ideas  for  this  years  symposium  held 
during  the  A.N.A.  convention  this  August.  We  also  will  be  having  a regional 
meeting  in  conjunction  with  the  next  Long  Beach  California  show,  with  the  help 
of  member  Bill  Yost. 

In  closing  I wish  to  thank  all  those  who  ran  in  the  recent  NBS  election. 
Those  who  won  will  be  expected  to  take  part  in  the  running  of  this  organization. 
However,  those  who  were  not  elected  are  just  as  qualified  and  we  will  look  for 
them  for  support  and  help  in  the  future.  Lastly,  I wish  to  thank  all  those  members 
who  took  time  to  vote.  The  voter  turnout  was  very  good  for  a club  our  size,  and 
I hope  that  means  that  you  will  stay  involved  by  writing  articles  for  the  Asylum. 


Special  to  N.  B.  Members  Only 

American  Numismatic  Literature 
by  Charles  Davis 

Black  cloth,  2 I 8 pages,  500  copies  only  $55.00 

Half  leather,  marbled  endpapers,  slightly  larger  paper, 
bound  by  Alan  Grace,  a few  remain  at  $225.00 


Charles  Davis 

P.  O.  Box  547 
Wenham,  MA  O I 984 

Fax:  (508)  -468  7803  Tel:  (508)  -468  2833 

ANA  6002  7 ANS  NBS  NLG  EAC  142 


Winter,  1995 
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THE  CLASSICAL  WORLD 


=^v 


BOOKS 


current,  out-of-print,  antiquarian,  fine  editions 


CATALOGS 


auction  catalogs,  price  lists 


PERIODICALS 


journals,  dealer  publications 


We  try  to  be  the  major  North  American  source  for  books  related  to 
British  numismatics.  We  also  publish  specialized  references.  Our 
update  and  reprint  of  Dalton  and  Hamer's  reference  on  18th  Century 
British  trade  tokens  was  nominated  for  the  1991 1.A.P.N.  Book  of  the 
Year  award.  In  early  1994  we  published  a limited  edition  of  Samuel's 
notes  on  tokens  from  the  Bazaar  Notes,  1880-1889,  with  a concordance 
between  his  and  the  Dalton  and  Hamer  numbering. 

We  specialize  in  British  coins  and  tokens  and  ancient  Greek  and 
Roman  coins.  We  also  handle  books  related  to  ancient  coins  and 
classical  European  numismatics. 

We  are  interested  in  purchasing  books,  catalogs  and  periodicals 
related  to  these  series. 

Our  catalogs  include  articles  and  discussion  of  the  background  and 
history  of  the  coins  we  sell.  Catalogs  are  available  for  $18  per  year  or 
$2  for  a sample  copy.  We  also  issue  two  major  mail  auctions  per  year 
that  include  important  books,  catalogs  and  journals.  All  our  catalogs 
offer  numismatic  reference  material. 


Cold  Spring,  MN  56320 
(612)  685-3835  • FAX  (612)  685-8636 


Ltd. 

Allan  and  Mamie  Davisson 


cDavissoris 


% 


Winter,  1995 


29 


Function  Associates 

Numismatic  Literature  Mail  Bid  Sales 

Do  you  know  that  as  an  N.B.S.  member  you  are  eligible  to  receive 
our  catalogues  without  charge?  Please  let  us  know  if  you  would 
like  to  be  placed  on  our  mailing  list.  You  will  receive  each  of  our 
four  sales  to  be  held  in  1995 

Send  your  name  and  address  to 

Fred  L.  Lake  - Function  Associates 
6822  22nd  Avenue  North  - Suite  218 
St.  Petersburg,  FL  33710 

(813)  343-8055  Fax  (813)  381  6822 


Invites  you  to  send  for  the  Second  Edition  of  my  "Numismatic  Literature  Review 
and  Fixed  Price  List"  available  in  March  1995.  The  Review  contains  Numismatic 
Texts,  Auction  Catalogs,  Fixed  Price  Lists,  Periodicals  and  this  issue  features  informative 
articles  "An  Introduction  to  Reckoning  Counter  Literature:  Part  I"  by  L.B.  Fauver  and 
"Standard  References,  Part  I:  Finding  Hidden  Information  on  Your  Coins"  by  Bill  Yost. 

Please  send  five  dollars  now  to  reserve  a copy  of  this  catalog. 

I am  a full-time  Numismatic  Literature  Specialist  and  I can  help  you  develop  a meaningful 
and  useful  library.  I can  help  you  sell  your  library  through  Auction,  Fixed  Price  List 
or  I can  purchase  it  directly  from  you. 
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FINE 

NUMISMATIC 

BOOKS 

ANY  LANGUAGE 
ANY  PERIOD 


ALWAYS  WANTED 


i 

I 


SPI IN’  Iv 

SPINK  & SON  LTD.  5,  6 & 7 KING  STREET,  ST  JAMES’S,  LONDON  SW1Y  60S. 
TEL:  071-930  7888.  FAX:  071-839  4853.  TELEX:  916711. 

English  Paintings  and  Watercolours  • Silver,  Jewellery  and  Paperweights 
Oriental,  Asian  and  Islamic  Art  ■ Textiles  ■ Medals  • Coins  • Bullion  • Banknotes 


Winter,  1995 
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cWiwitccf  for  Outright  ^Purchase 

•Out-of-print  standard  references  on  ancient  and  modern 
numismatics 

•Antiquarian  books  printed  before  1800 
•Fine  bindings 

•Auction  sale  catalogs  of  important  collections 
•Substantial  runs  of  important  periodicals 

Ruction  (Wantecf 

•Important  general  or  specialized  libraries 

Ruction  ^Representation 

•We  will  attend  or  have  an  agent  at  the  major  book  sales  in  '94. 
For  a modest  fee  we  will  carefully  examine  all  lots,  offer  our 
opinion  of  value  and  execute  your  bids  faithfully  and  with 
complete  confidentiality  if  desired. 

Seftittg 

(Want  9[[§ts  Solicited 

•We  have  a good  stock  of  out-of-print  references 

•We  have  a very  good  stock  of  U.S.  and  foreign  auction  sale 

catalogs 

Qofin  (]3er£jman 
c]\(umismatic  ‘literature 

4223  ^rotjuois  Aye. 
g(afcewo ocf,  OA.9cV13 
gJH:  310-421^0171  ■ cFax:  310-421-2208 
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I tt&JV  The  Money  Tree 

1260  Smith  Court 
Rocky  River,  OH  44116 
Office:  (216)  333-3444 
Fax:  (216)  333-4463 

Instead  of 

"Buy  the  book,  before  you  buy  the  coin" 
Change  it  to 

"Contact  The  Money  Tree  before 
You  buy  the  book  before  you  buy  the  coin." 


The  Money  Tree 


Dealers  in  Important  and  Rare 
Numismatic  Literature 
We  Buy,  Sell,  and  Auction  Worthwhile 
Collections  and  Libraries 

Myron  Xenos  and  Ken  Lowe 
Members:  ANA,  NLG,  NBS,  ANS,  EAC 


